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The meeting was called to order at 6:59 pm.  

 

Board Members present: Chair Jill Lukes, Dave Buchholz, Bill Eichenberg, Tom Forbes, Amy 

Gaffney, Council Liaison Yvonne Buchholz. 

 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director. Mr. Borczuch stated that regarding the playground for the VG, 

the City paperwork has been signed and is back in the hands of the State.  As soon as they sign it 

that will fully execute it and they will send back the signed copy.  Once that happens then we can 

go ahead and place the order for the playground and start work.  We cannot do anything until we 

get the executed copy from the state and we are anticipating that by the end of November or 

December.  Ms. Lukes asked if there was a concern about dates and Mr. Borczuch stated no and 

there never was a concern.  June 22 of 2022 is far enough out and as long as we order as soon as 

we can there won’t be a problem. They are about 12 weeks out.  Mr. Borczuch stated that as soon 

as leaf season is done they will start dismantling the old playground.  Ms.  Lukes  asked if the 

drawings that were done in January of 2019 have changed and Mr. Borczuch stated that they 

have not.  Ms. Lukes asked if anything has been done for E. River Park and Mr. Borczuch stated 

no.    We were only awarded enough for the VG playground.  Mr. Forbes asked if the bathrooms 

were part of this renovation and Mr. Borczuch sated no.   Discussion ensued regarding the 

vandalism at the rest rooms in the parks.  Mr. Forbes asked if other cities has issues with 

vandalism and Mr. Borczuch stated yes.  He has spoken to Metroparks and they will just close 

the restroom if it occurs over and over again.  Mr. Borczuch stated that they will be changing our 

the doors at VG restrooms.  

 

Ms. Gaffney stated that the board was going to look into getting a wireless microphone to use at 

the events such as yoga so we don’t have to haul the large P.A. system.  Mr. Borczuch stated to 

get some quotes and send them to him.   

Ms. Lukes asked if doing the VG playground take away any money from 2022 capital 

improvements for the parks.  Mr. Borczuch stated that there is never major capital improvements 

for the parks because we never have that kind of money to do things. The one fund which is the 
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park levy fund is used for labor and the rest is all materials and anything else maintenance wise 

that needs to be done in the parks.  The 113 fund which is from the developers and this builds up 

over time and this is what is used for the playground.  Ms. Lukes asked what kind of input can 

this board contribute to using the monies.  Discussion ensued about how this is funded.  Ms. 

Buchholz explained that 113 is funded at $500.00 per home built. If there is no building going on 

then there is no monies to put into this fund.   

 

Ms. Lukes asked Mr. Borczuch if he could look for the luminaries that were used for Christmas 

last year.  There should be a bag of tea lights at the Service Garage in with the Park/Rec supplies.   

They are hoping to use them again this year.  Mr. Borczuch stated that he would.  He also said 

that the garland was ordered from Uncle Johns for the VG fence and bridges.  Discussion ensued 

regarding the Gingerbread men being installed at the VG.  Mr. Borczuch suggested that the rebar 

should be capped for safety.  Mr. Buchholz asked if Service could hang the wreath at the top of 

the pavilion because it is up so high.  Mr. Borczuch asked if he could meet with Mr. Buchholz to 

see where they would like the wreaths.  Ms. Lukes thanked Mr. Borczuch for attending this 

evening.   

 

October minutes.  The October minutes were approved with changes.  

 

2021 Events 

 

Re-cap-Fall-o-ween.  Sunday, October 24, 2021, 1-4 pm.  

Ms. Lukes stated that Fall-o-ween was very, very well done this year and thanked Ms. Gaffney 

and the rest of the board for all of their efforts. Ms. Gaffney stated that we had an amazing turnout 

despite the weather and it also helped that the Browns were not playing that day.   She received 

good feedback from John Lauro from GPJ and was already touching base with suggestions for 

next year.  Imaginos was very happy as was the doughnut food truck.  Ms. Gaffney stated that we 

could have used someone to distribute coffee.  Ms. Buchholz suggest we contact the coffee shop 

in the township to see if they would want to participate.  Ms. Lukes stated that again we ran out of 

candy.   Next year we need to make it about 2000 or more pieces of candy.  Ms. Gaffney stated 

that next year we must be able to close Orchard completely and also close Mill St.  Mr. Buchholz 

sated  that if we close Orchard we then lose the Orchard St. parking.  Mr. Buchholz suggested that 

we need police to monitor Orchard St.  Discussion ensued regarding parking on Orchard St.  Ms. 

Gaffney stated that if we close down Orchard we could have a balloon artist and other attractions 

such as face painting for the kids stationed on the street.   She would like to include this for next 

year.  The photographer was also very pleased with the turn out.  
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• Tree Lighting 1st. Sunday in December, December 5, 2021. 6:00 pm tree lighting. Dave 

& Tom co-chairs 

Mr. Buchholz stated that he has troubleshot all of the lighting and it is good to go.  The wreaths 

are all good as well.  The cords for the floods at the trees are all good.  His plans on November 

14th are to get the tree in the gazebo on Saturday without the lights.  Mr. Buchholz stated that he 

will get the garland around the posts on the gazebo, and start on the floodlights for the trees and 

then run the lights for the gingerbread people.   Mr.  Buchholz said he would like to put up the 

gingerbread people on another date closer to the tree lighting to prevent anyone from damaging 

them.  He also needs to get the tin soldiers that go in front of the pavilion. Mr. Buchholz added 

that the board will meet at 9:00 am on November 14th to decorate. Discussion ensued regarding 

how many tea lights they will need for the luminaries. It was decided that they would get 100 bags 

and 100 tea lights.  Ms. Lukes stated that the Girl Scouts will show up about an hour before the 

event.  

 

Ms. Lukes reminded the board that this is her last meeting with Park/Rec.  She wanted the board 

to know that she has enjoyed every minute of this and appreciates all of the efforts from everyone 

on the board.  Ms. Lukes stated that there are some organizational things she would like to get 

together for the board and she will make sure that the board gets these.     

 

Council Liaison Report 

Discussion ensued regarding the first meeting for 2022. Ms. Buchholz stated that we may not have 

a full quorum and the council liaison appointments won’t be done by January 3.  Ms. Buchholz 

stated that our first meeting in 2022 will be February 7 and that gives us two council meetings for 

getting appointments.  

 

Ms. Buchholz thanked Ms. Lukes for all of her hard work on this board and she will be missed.  

 

Mr. Eichenberg invited everyone to the Historical Society’s Armistice Day ceremony at the new 

Chestnut Grove Cemetery and on 11/11/2021 at 11:00 am.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:52 pm 

 

Aimee Stone, Secretary    Date Approved February 7, 2022 
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